
 
 

 
 

October 24, 2014 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Amateur Combative Sport Stakeholders  
 
FROM:  Steve Harlow 
  Assistant Deputy Minister 
  Sport, Recreation and Community Programs Division 
  Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
 
RE:   Proposed Regulation Designating Amateur Combative Sports  
 
 
In June 2013, the Government of Canada made amendments to the Criminal Code that enable 
provinces to designate in which amateur combative sports contests are permitted. 
 
All provinces and territories, including Ontario, have been considering options on how to 
respond to these amendments.  
 
The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport has posted a proposal responding to the Criminal 
Code changes to the regulatory registry for consultation.  
 
I encourage you to view and provide comments on the proposal here. We especially look 
forward to receiving advice from our stakeholders and partners who have an informed interest in 
amateur combative sports.  
 
At this time, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport is proposing to designate the following 
nine sports in regulation:   
  
(1)   Boxing   
(2)   Jiu Jitsu   
(3)   Judo  
(4)   Karate  
(5)   Kickboxing 
 

(6)   Mixed Martial Arts 
(7)   Taekwondo 
(8)   Wrestling 
(9)   Wushu 
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Under the ministry’s proposal all amateur contests in these sports would be exempt from 
Section 83 of the Criminal Code. 
 
The ministry’s proposal to designate these sports would clarify the legal framework for amateur 
combative sports in Ontario. In addition to designating these sports, the ministry is proposing to 
allow amateur contests in other combative sports with the consent of the Minister on a case-by-
case basis.  
 
If the proposal is approved, the ministry would consult on the development of additional safety 
requirements for the designated sports proportionate to the risk they represent.  
 
I hope you will support our effort to clarify the legal framework for amateur combative sports in 
Ontario by providing us with your input through the regulatory registry. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Steve Harlow 


